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BRILLION CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

BOARD MINUTES 

March 19, 2014                        Cobblestone Inn & Suites-Dairy Queen                         12:00 PM 

 
1) CALL TO ORDER: 
Christina Kornetzke called the meeting to order at 12:05 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present were Christina Kornetzke, Tammy Koehler, Bill Veit, Jennifer Kolberg, Jason 
Ruebl & Todd Brehmer.  Also present were and Michelle Ruebl & Nick Madison (non-voting).  Absent 
were Justin Linzmeier (non-voting), Jason Levash, and Gary Kabat. Guest in attendance were Rebecca 
Flanders & Doreen Sutilla from the Brillion Farmer’s Market 
 
2) APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

Motion – Bill Veit made Motion to Approve Agenda. Seconded by Jennifer Kolberg.  Call vote taken. 
Motion carried.  Agenda Approved. 
 
3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES –March 19

th
, 2014 Chamber Board Meeting.   

Motion – Bill Veit made motion to approve Minutes.  Seconded by Jason Ruebl.  Call vote taken.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
4) PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

Christina Kornetzke updated the board members with the room tax update. Justin Linzmeier is not in 
attendance as he is attending the Beer Wine and Cheese wrap up meeting. He did hear back from the 
attorney. The political guidelines should be ready by next week with the city council approval hopefully 
by May’s meeting and an expected start date of June 1st, 2014.  The commission will likely be made up 
of Christina Kornetzke from Cobblestone Inn & Suites, Glen Braun from Deer Run, Doug Neils from 
Ariens Co as well as some others. The representation will be good and within the required guidelines.  
The amount will be starting at 4% which is lower than the Fox Cities area.   
 

5) SECRETARY-TREASURER REPORT: 

Michelle Ruebl presented the March 2014 Secretary Report and March 2014 Treasurer Financial Report. 
The Beer, Wine & Cheese event has proven successful. Tammy Koehler talked about the issues were 
due to the success, which is a great problem to have.  The wine glasses ran out early, some of the 
vendors ran out of items.  Bill Veit asked how the attendance was in comparison to last year, what were 
the differences in expenses?  Once the wrap up meeting is complete, Michelle Ruebl will see if she can 
get some of these answers from the committee. Membership upgrades are are coming in and will be 
voted on.   
 
Motion –Todd Brehmer made a motion to approve/accept the Secretary and Financial Reports.  
Seconded by Bill Veit.  Call vote taken.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

6) New Membership Approvals 

New members were introduced: Priebe Tax & Accounting, W. Much Construction Inc, Wilkinson 
Excavating, LLC, John Duerkop Talent Agency, Hopfensperger Dairy Farm, Action Appraisers, Forte 
Composites, Inc (all from the associate membership upgrade). Rebecca Flanders asked about the rules of 
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membership and if these qualified since they are not residing in the city of Brillion.  Tammy Koehler 
mentioned that we did review the by-laws and there is a requirement to do business in or near but not 
necessarily reside in. Michelle Ruebl spoke up that the associate membership was intended for the 
option for insurance, but the renewals are very low with the new rules of ACA.  We will likely be 
looking at the associate membership dwindling over the years. They are getting the option to upgrade. 
 

Motion –Todd Brehmer made a motion to approve/accept the New Members .  Seconded by Jason 
Ruebl.  Call vote taken.  Motion carried unanimously 

 

7) COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Beer/Wine/Cheese Event: -Profit is looking to be just over $5,000.  
Business After Five: April 2nd, 2013 is Schaefer Behnke Group. They just did a mailing to the 
Chamber members.  Chamber Board members are encouraged to attend.   
Golf Outing Update: Date is set for July 24th. Email was sent out for committee members. No 
response yet. 
 

8) NEW BUISNESS: 

A. Next Meeting Date: 

Meeting is set for April 16th, 2014. Location determined by the members renewed.   
 

B.  Chamber Email Distribution Request - Michelle Ruebl, Chamber Secretary has had 
several requests recently for a distribution list.  She asked the board if she is allowed to distribute 
this information to members’ asking or not.  Discussion followed on the difference between 
mailing lists and email lists.  Michelle was asked to review any bylaws or procedures already in 
place and check with other chambers on their policies.  Concesus is that the mailing address may 
be accepted but not necessarily the email addresses.  They can also get most of this information 
from the website, however a list via email is typically easier to use.  Will review next month.  

 

C.  Farmer Market Guests – Rebecca Flanders & Doreen Sutilla were invited to speak about 
the future changes of the Farmer’s Market.  Rebecca talked about the sponsorship levels.  Once they 
have 8 out of the 10 sponsors, then the payments will be collected. They are asking the Chamber to be a 
sponsor for the $400, but due to previous support it would only be $200 for this first year.  They would 
also agree to become a member.  Michelle Ruebl asked them if they are going to be a regular member 
with less than 9 employees or a non-profit.  They do not have that worked out.  Vote will be taken once 
they are done organizing the Farmer Market to be its own entity. Christina asked if their events for 2014 
season are set yet.  Rebecca Flanders said yes.  Christina asked them to research and consider 
participating in the Rural Arts Festival.  Tammy Koehler asked about the price fixing and the low 
turnout of vegetable and fruit vendors.  The last several years have only had 2-3 vendors all summer in 
this category.  Several board members encouraged the Farmer’s market to not price fix and look at the 
consumer’s point of view as well.  Rebecca explained the reason behind keeping prices close to each 
other.  Consistency is critical with main vendors so they don’t stop coming.  
  

D.  Review of First Dollar Presentations  -Jason Ruebl asked if this is meant for just members. 
Christina Kornetzke stated it is a way to introduce new businesses to the Chamber and encourage them 
to join. Tammy Koehler mentioned that the policy should broaden the area showing who coordinates it 
so that it is not just one person (currently the Community Development Director).  In the past years, it 
really has been Zander Press who has brought new prospects to the Chambers’ attention. Tammy 
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Koehler also questioned if the balloon and plant is necessary.  Michelle will adjust policy and bring to 
next month’s meeting for a vote. 

 
E.  Review Partners in Education Policy  Last month Nick Madison brought a proposal for 

future Partner in Education procedures. Michelle Ruebl is asking for feedback.  Mark Vechart emailed 
recommendation to make sure the speech of each candidate is included in the procedures.  Nick Madison 
expanded that the ratio should be close in regards to the teachers versus number of students in each 
school to keep it fair. This can be changed in the future if school ratios change as well.  Michelle Ruebl 
asked about the past having a high school, middle school and elementary school teacher chosen and if 
that needs to be incorporated in the procedure yet.  Nick Madison’s suggestion is to not do that. The two 
parochial schools would be k-8th grade and that might be hard to narrow it down any further.  Then it 
could be at the discretion of the school for the other two winners and which grade levels to award. 
Tammy Koehler asked if a policy was required as it could require the Chamber to pay $1500 annually 
that may not have the funds for in the future.  Bill Veit stated it is a budget issue and if the funds are not 
there in a given year, the budget committee could remove it at that time.  Michelle will create an official 
policy to vote on in April.  

 
F.  Chamber Bucks:  Michelle is working on entering Chamber Bucks into Quickbooks. She 

had a call to allow a check dated back from 1992 to be cashed. This is an extensive project as it is 
unknown how many checks are in the consumer hands from that many years back and/or at any given 
time.  Each location has a set of checks and they are not all purchased.  There are 3 policies in the 
computer to be reviewed once the data entry is complete. Jason Ruebl asked how this account couldn’t 
always be balanced. Tammy Koehler talked about the 10% discount that used to be given when 
purchased by a member, so it would be short if extra money wasn’t added.   This will be visited in May 
or June once organized in the new system. Policies can then be adjusted accordingly and the board 
review at that time.  
 
9) OLD BUSINESS: 

 

A. Business Recognition/Website Update/Banner Ads: 

So far the only inquiry for Business Recognition was the Cobblestone Inn & Suites.  Christina 
Kornetzke wondered if by being the first volunteer it would help get the ball rolling.  Michelle Ruebl 
asked if not having a highlighted spot on the website could slow the start down like the banner ads. So 
far no one is responding to the banner ads either. Discussion occurred and the consensus is to wait for 
the quotes for website updates.  Michelle will send a message out to the membership to obtain quotes for 
April’s meeting. The goal is to have a website that a secretary can manipulate as the needs arise without 
incurring large costs to the chamber.   
 

B.  Membership Updates-Revisit Membership Drive: tabled for future meeting.   
 

C.  Room Tax Update More updates at next meeting 
 

10. City Updates –Justin Linzmeier 

None-Justin was absent due to attending the wrap up meeting for the Beer, Wine & Cheese event 
happening simultaneously as the Board meeting.  
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11) SCHOOL DISTRICT UPDATE – NICK MADISON: 

Nick Madison stated he has two main topics to speak to the Chamber about.  First is the April 1st 
referendum coming up. There was an informational meeting this last Monday. There will be more. The 
original referendum was divided in ½. Front of the school was also redesigned as there was feedback on 
the amount of glass.  The school district is holding a STEM Night this Friday night. The elementary 
school is doing a lot more science and technology than ever in the past. The second topic is the Common 
Core Standards and the Chamber support. The US Chamber of Commerce and businesses are supporting 
the schools with the Common Core.  New to the list of backers are the military and military families that 
are now showing support. The State Chamber of Commerce is proposing that the local chambers get 
behind it. It would be positive if the business community is supporting the work the teachers are doing.  
Jennifer Kolberg asked Nick if The Next Generation is the same thing as Common Core.  He stated that 
it is not. Common Core is language arts and math.  The Next Generation is Science although they can tie 
in together well. Tammy Koehler asked if the support is for the curriculum, the standards or the testing 
or if these are all separate things.  Nick Madison stated that the testing is separate. He explained that 
each school has to create its own curriculum locally.  Tammy Koehler mentioned that many opposing do 
not necessarily have issues with the standards but they do have issues with the curriculum. Nick stated 
that it is important to have more rigorous standards across the state. To balance the students nationwide 
to higher standards yet to keep the individuality. Nick stated that to see the business community and the 
education field collaborate on something is not seen very often. Even the military is showing support.  
Jason Ruebl spoke about the damage the common core is showing and that as a business owner he wants 
workers that can think fast and get the work accomplished in a competent manner, not necessarily know 
five different ways to do one math problem taking up more time.  Heated discussion pursued on the 
curriculum content.  Michelle Ruebl recommended that Nick send the board information or links to sites 
like the US Chamber showing the support and why. This might help the board make an educated 
decision on whether to back the school’s effort with Common Core.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion –Jason Ruebl moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Todd Brehmer.  Call vote taken.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 1:40pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Michelle Ruebl, Secretary/Treasurer – Brillion Chamber of Commerce  


